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As for the 

beginning I must 

confess that we 

cannot express in 

words what 

Comenius meant for us. Our visit to 

Portugal was more than just a trip where we 

met to talk about our project theme 

TOLERANCE, it was a unique life experience 

where we made a 

new family and 

we gained 

experience in 

different fields. 

The road to our 

destination was 

quite a pleasant 

and interesting 

one despite the 

fact that it was 

long and we got 

tired in Portugal. 

We left home 

early in the 

morning to catch the train. We went by 

train from Iasi to Bucharest where the plane 

was waiting 

for us. In the 

train, at first, 

we decided to 

stay in our 

seats, to talk 

and to sleep 

but it didn't 

happen quite 

like that. We 

met some 

friends from 

our town and 

we started to 

talk about the 

project and how lucky we were to be in it. 

After we got off in Bucharest we took the 

plane and "Bon voyage et au revoir 

Romania!"  

On the first day we went to school and met 

the students there. The school was quite 

different from ours. First of all, they had 

classes from 9 until 3 p.m. and a one-hour 

break at noon for their lunch at some 

canteen where you could serve yourself. The 

transport and the meal were supported by a 

company (Continental) which had a 

collaboration contract with the school. 

At school we participated in classes which 

were quite different from ours, we took part 

in all kinds of tolerance games played in 

groups or teams, 

presented our 

assignments, we 

also visited a 

place for people 

who were 

disabled. It was 

a non-profit 

organization and 

it fitted perfectly 

to our project 

since it is a 

project about 

Tolerance.  
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Lousado, Portugal 2012  

 “Every religious 

group, while perhaps a 

majority somewhere, is 

also inevitably a minority 

somewhere else. Thus, 

religious organizations 

should and do show 

tolerance toward 

members of other 

religious denominations.” 

Russell M. Nelson 



On the other day the school took us on a trip 

to other cities like Braga and Guimarães 

where we visited a typically Portuguese 

castle, which was very special.  

 

The castle was from the Middle Ages and 

many people visited it for its greatness. 

During our stay with the families, we also 

had a whale of a time. Some of them took us 

to the Atlantic Ocean enjoying the bright and 

sunny days. Despite the fact that it was a bit 

of wind, the beach was beautiful with golden 

sand and seagulls.  

What have we learned from this meeting in 

Portugal? I can say that I have completely 

changed my opinion about the people who 

are different from us from various points of 

view: religion, ethnicity, social status, 

disabilities, orphans, etc. We were a mixed 

group in what concerns religion (Orthodox, 

Catholics, Protestants), we were students 

coming from different society layers, 

students that lost one of their parents, 

students that had certain disabilities, gipsies, 

etc. Overall, we had to be tolerant to one 

another and to accept ourselves the way we 

were. And it worked because we got on very 

well and we have made strong friendships. 

In the end, the time spent in Portugal was 

very nice. We gained a lot of experience in 

speaking English and not only. We made 

friends and we discovered how other people 

from different countries live like.  It was a 

way to know ourselves better and to regard 

our colleagues from Romania in a better 

way.  

Andreea Dohotaru 
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Portugal is a country 

situated in southwestern 

Europe on the Iberian 

Peninsula. Portugal is the 

westernmost country of 

Europe, and is bordered 

by the Atlantic Ocean to 

the West and South and 

by Spain to the North and 

East. The Atlantic 

archipelagos of the Azores 

and Madeira are part of 

Portugal. The country is 

named after its second 

largest city, Porto, whose 

Latin name was Portus 

Cale. 
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The European Day of Languages  

At the initiative of the Council of Europe, 

Strasbourg, the European Day of Languages has 

been celebrated every year since 2001 on 26 

September. Throughout Europe, 800 million 

Europeans represented in the Council of Europe's 

47 member states are encouraged to learn more 

languages, at any age, in and out of school. Being 

convinced that linguistic diversity is a tool for 

achieving greater intercultural understanding and 

a key element in the rich cultural heritage of our 

continent, the Council of Europe promotes 

plurilingualism in the whole of Europe. 

On the 26th of September, “Miron 

Costin” Highschool Iasi also celebrated 

The European Day of Languages. It 

was one of the few occasions when our 

students did interactive activities in a 

multilingual context. These activities 

were very wide-ranging, several of 

which being part of the multilateral 

Comenius project TOLERANCE as a Key to Social Integration Into European Dimension for 

Young Citizens. One of them was to design A Concise Multilingual Glossary of Tolerance 

consisting of synonyms for “tolerance” in all project languages (Romanian, Italian, 

Portuguese, Polish, Latvian, 

Russian and Bulgarian). These 

glossaries were handed out to 

students from the upper secondary 

level. Another one was to soar 

multi-coloured balloons that bore 

multilingual “tolerance” messages 

on them, a very exciting and joyful 

action in which students from all 

school levels were involved.  

 

Catrinel Constantinescu 
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L a n g u a g e s  a r e  a n 

important priority for the 

European Union. Language 

is an integral part of our 

identity and the most 

direct expression of 

cu l ture. In Europe, 

linguistic diversity is a fact 

of life. In a European Union 

founded on “unity in 

diversity” the ability to 

communicate in several 

languages is a must for 

individuals, organisations 

and companies alike. The 

Union not only celebrates 

multilinguism—it also seeks 

to encourage it. In fact, the 

promotion of language 

learning and linguistic 

diversity is one of the EUR 

7 billion ”Lifelong learning” 

programme’s (2007-2013 

objectives). All the sub-

programmes (Comenius, 

Erasmus, Grundtvig and 

L e o n a r d o )  s u p p o r t 

language learning. 

(How You Can Learn 

Languages, Publications 

Office of the European 

Union) 

The Multilingual Glossary of Toler-

ance created  by the Comenius team 

for the  European Day of Languages 
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Grottaminarda, Ita ly 2012  

 On the 11th November we set off for Italy. The team, made up 

of four students and four teachers, were eager to meet again our 

Comenius friends from all over Europe. After a journey of almost one 

day we finally arrived in Grottaminarda where our hosts had been 

waiting for us.  

The first day was dedicated to 

accommodation, meeting our 

hosts and visiting the 

surroundings. On the next day 

the Italian students prepared a 

very nice and interesting 

presentation of Italy and the 

region of Campania. Then all 

partners showed their 

presentations. In the afternoon 

we visited the two buildings of 

the school: Istituto Istruzione 

Superiore “E. Majorana” and 

Istituto Tecnico Commerciale 

“V. Volpe”. We were very impressed by its equipment, technology and workshops (painting, 

sculpture). All school corridor walls were covered by students’ artistic works. 

The next morning we attended some classes: 

Technology, English, Spanish, History, etc. and 

later our Italian friends prepared a very joyful 

artistic programme with songs, recitations, short 

plays and dances. We were very enthusiastic 

about their traditional dance Tarantella 

Napoletana because we were also invited to 

dance! Thursday was the game day: we played all 

sorts of games on tolerance in teams or groups. 

We had a lot of fun! And, the day ended with a 

visit to Irpinia Vineyard and the Taurasi Castle 

where we had the chance to write a few words in 

the Book of Honour. On Friday morning we 

attended classes again. We must confess that 

classes there are very different from ours. They 

are more fun, lively and the degree of difficulty is 

much lower than in Romania. One class has 20 

students at the most and everybody can interfere 

and receive attention from the teacher during a 

class.  
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Italy is a country 

situated in Southern 

Europe. To the north, 

it borders France, 

Switzerland, Austria, 

and Slovenia along the 

Alps. To the south, it 

consists of the entirety 

of the Italian 

Peninsula, Sicily, 

Sardinia–the two 

largest islands in the 

Mediterranean Sea–

and many other 

smaller islands.  With 

60.8 million 

inhabitants, it is the 

fifth most populous 

country in Europe, and 

the 23rd most 

populous in the world. 

Italy's capital and 

largest city, Rome, has 

for centuries been one 

of the leading political 

and religious centers 

of Western civilization, 

first as the capital of 

the Roman Empire.  

All in all, the meeting in Italy was wonderful. We had a great time, 

we saw a lot of various and different things, we learnt so many 

things about Italy (history, culture, traditions) and what we liked 

most is that Italians are so similar to us, the Romanians, this 

proving once 

again that 

we have the 

same Latin 

blood 

flowing 

through our 

veins!  

The teachers 

are more 

flexible, 

friendlier, 

warmer and 

much closer 

to their 

students, we 

couldn’t 

notice that 

“cold wall” that usually stands between the teachers and students 

in our schools. The afternoon was “cool” because there was a 

display of traditional food from each country. We had the chance 

to taste a bit from all delicacies that were displayed there. We 

were very proud that our table was always full of people and 

everybody liked our food very much. This means that our 

Romanian traditional food is really great and appreciated.  

Sunday was the trip day. A perfect day from all points of view. We 

went to Napoli to visit the Catacombs. We 

were very impressed by their greatness, 

history and stories. We also visited some 

churches and monasteries that were part of 

the same complex and finally the city center.  

 

Stefan Popa & Razvan Cimpoi 
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Tolerance Games 

One of the project aims was playing tolerance 

games. Along the two years the students had to take 

part in different such games either invented by 

themselves or suggested by teachers or partners. In 

Bulgaria all partners had the chance to present the 

games that they had played. There were presented 

games such as: puzzle, scrabble, debates, hot chair, 

etc. played in either groups or teams. We also used 

to play games during meetings and it proved to be a 

very fun and relaxing activity which confirmed once 

again that tolerance is better understood and 

exercised in a playful manner.  

 

The  Scrabble of Tolerance  

The first Tolerance Scrabble game was played on the 

European Day of Languages. The game was open to 

all the students in our 

school and was played 

in three different 

languages: Romanian, English and French. The interested 

teachers were also welcomed to join us. 

We split up into three groups. The first played in the 

Romanian language and the second and third ones played 

in English and French. Every team had three players and a 

supervisor who kept the score. We played for almost two 

hours, losing the track of time. When the game was over 

we were all laughing together and it didn’t even matter who 

was the winner or the loser. 

This activity was a total success and a great opportunity for all of us to improve our 

foreign languages knowledge and our 

communication skills, to make new friends 

and, last but not the least, to become more 

tolerant with the ones around us. But this 

was only the beginning because this 

particular activity became the starting point 

of a more ample one: The Scrabble of 

Tolerance Club which was held every two 

Fridays and it had a real success along the 

school year. The students who used to come 

to the Club and play scrabble in the end 

were rewarded with diplomas. 

Daniel Leon 
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Tolerogame  

It is a game on general knowledge that 

mingled multiple choice questions about 

tolerance and European Union. The questions 

were in all project languages (English, 

Romanian, Latvian, Italian, Portuguese, 

Bulgarian, Polish), two questions for each 

language. The groups were mixed (students 

from all countries) and they had to find the 

right answer for each question. The first 

group to finish were the winners.  

 

 

 

 

 

The Raft Game (suggested by the Italian partner) 

Educational objectives 

Students are introduced to the notion of universal values in human 

rights and learn how to identify prejudices. 

Resources  

Cards giving information about characters 

Procedure 

Nine people are adrift on a raft in the open sea. They do not know 

their exact position. The raft is too small for all of them. Four of them must be thrown into 

the sea. 

Who will they be and why? 

Each student receives a card giving some information about the character that she or he 

is to represent. This is not only a role-play but also a matter of identifying oneself with a 

character by finding reasons why he or she deserves to survive more than the others. 

They must always use the first person –“I”. The situation and what is at stake are also 

indicated on the card. There must be complete silence during this first ten-minute phase. 

The students work in groups of four to six. 

Each group decides who should be saved according to arguments put forward by each 

student. To increase interaction, each person must not only defend his or her character as 

well as the corresponding value/s but should also “attack” another. A collective decision 

must, however, be reached within 10 minutes. Each group reports their choices and 

compares with the other groups. The whole class identifies the values and prejudices that 

have arisen. 

 “ The highest 

result of education 

is tolerance” 

Hellen Keller 



After a journey of 

about 14 hours we 

arrived at our 

destination: the 

town of Sliven. 

There we were 

taken home by our hosts and later in the 

afternoon they took us for a visit around the 

town. 

On the second day 

when we arrived at 

school, we were 

welcomed with 

bread and salt, a 

tradition similar to 

ours; afterwards, 

all the countries 

introduced their 

team, we visited 

the school and then 

each country 

showed the short 

movies that they 

had prepared. In the afternoon our hosts 

prepared an artistic program and a 

traditional Bulgarian legend which was 

turned into a theatre play. 

On the third day we attended some lessons 

and later we visited the Halkata Natural 

Phenomenon. After that we spent the day 

with our hosts. 

On the fourth day we participated in various 

workshops like drama and postcard making 

and the afternoon was spent with our hosts. 

Personally, I was with my host on the nearby 

mountain where we could see the city 

panorama. We relaxed on a river bank and 

we spent a great day together.   

On Saturday we visited the Village of Triavna, 

an impressive location that belongs to the 

UNESCO Heritage, where we have visited 

churches, museums and some historical 

places. 
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Sliven, Bulgaria 2013  

 “What is 

tolerance? It is the 

consequence of 

humanity. We are all 

formed of frailty and 

error; let us pardon 

reciprocally eache 

other’s folly—that is the 

first law of nature ” 

Voltaire 



I spent a wonderful week in Bulgaria. I met 

very nice people, made new friendships, had 

fun, saw new places. This project was a 

great opportunity for me and I'm glad I took 

part in it. I had the opportunity to taste 

Turkish and Bulgarian cuisine because my 

hosts have Turkish origins. The family I 

stayed at treated me very nicely and I did 

not have any unpleasant situations during 

the week I spent with them. All in all, I had 

a great time in Bulgaria and I'm glad I took 

part in this Comenius project. 

 

Ioana Cracana 
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Bulgaria is a country 

located in Southeastern 

Europe. It is bordered by 

Romania to the north, 

Serbia and Macedonia to 

the west, Greece and 

Turkey to the south, and 

the Black Sea to the east. 

With a territory of 110,994 

square kilometers 

(42,855 sq mi), Bulgaria is 

Europe's 14th-largest 

country. Its location has 

made it an historical 

crossroad for various 

civilizations. The 

population of 7.36 million 

people is predominantly 

urban and mainly 

concentrated in the 

administrative centers of 

its 28 provinces. Most 

commercial and cultural 

activities are concentrated 

in the capital Sofia.  



From 28th May 

to 2nd June 2013 

our institution 

was the host for 

the sixth 

reunion of the Comenius project 

TOLERANCE as a Key to Social 

Integration Into European Dimension 

for Young Citizens, project financed by 

the European 

Commission. The 

meeting agenda was 

quite diverse and 

ample for the foreign 

delegation made up 

of 15 teachers and 20 

students from five 

different countries to 

whom the Romanian 

team was added (11 teachers and 38 

students). The first day began with the 

school visit and a short presentation of our 

city. After a short break the students and 

teachers participated in one of the four 

workshops dedicated to tolerance: 

Tolerance Melting Pot where the 

participants had to cook pancakes specific 

to their countries; Tolerogame where the 

students were grouped in mixed groups and 

received some questions about tolerance and 

EU in all project languages; they had to 

interact and communicate with one another 

to find out the meaning of each question to 

be able to choose the correct answer; 

Toleroscrabble where they played scrabble 

in groups of three or four; and Poster 

Making where, again, groups of students 

had to work together to create the most 

beautiful poster about tolerance. The next 

day was dedicated to a research visit in 

Bucovina – Practical examples of 

Tolerance (religion) and Intolerance 

(Vlad the Impaler).  In this way they could 

compare and contrast the Orthodox religion 

and Byzantine architectural 

style to their own; also, 

when arriving at Castle 

Dracula, the guide told them 

the real story of Vlad the 

Impaler (the so called 

Dracula), how he used to 

impale the country’s enemies 

and traitors, the thieves and 

other bad people, showing 

no grain of tolerance towards 

those people.  
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Comenius  Meeting in Iaș i ,  Romania 

 “The tolerance 

is held to be a 

condition of mind 

which is encouraged 

by, and is necessary 

for, civilization 

Arthur Keith 

http://www.google.ro/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=romania+wikipedia&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=Yz63tuS-7Y7cuM&tbnid=lpvE-JMt37Ef_M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fro.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FRom%25C3%25A2nia&ei=kfXrUdvVA4TJOYe7gaAK&bvm=bv.49478099,d.ZWU&psig=AFQj


That is why he was nicknamed, Vlad Dracul.  

Then, the connection to Stocker’s Dracula 

was made and they were told that that was 

the very place where the plot of the novel is 

set –Tihuţa Pass in Bistriţa Mountains.  

Both teachers and students were very 

impressed by the mountainous landscape. 

On their way back, the students had to 

complete some questionnaires about the 

visit. They checked the new information and 

knowledge they acquired about the religious 

tolerance and Dracula’s intolerance. They 

also received a brochure with information 

about the visited places. 

 On the next day the students participated in 

all sorts of sporting activities (badminton, 

table tennis, basketball, football). After a 

short break all the people gathered in the 

school yard and made the Key of Tolerance 

while holding balloons that borne tolerance 

messages on them. All balloons were let go 

and they soared into the sky being 

accompanied by the project anthem –Don’t 

Laugh at Me, by Mark Wills.  

The next activity that took place at The 

“Petre Andrei” University of Iaşi, was the 

artistic programme and the certificate 

awarding. The programme was a collage of 

activities gathered under the umbrella of 

tolerance (street dance, dance sport, pop 

and folk music, rhythmic gymnastics, duet). 

At the end everybody was rewarded with a 

certificate of participation. 

And, the last day arrived, when the guests 

were invited to a City Tour on foot that 

started at the Palace of Culture and 

continued along Ştefan cel Mare Avenue 

where they visited all the historical 

monuments, then they headed towards 

Cuza Vodă Street where they could see the 

Jewish houses. Here the guide told them 

about the Iasi Pogrom and the Jews’ fate 

under Antonescu’s Regime. The walk 

continued on Lăpuşneanu Street (The Union 

Museum), Copou Avenue and finished in the 

Botanical Garden where trees, plants and 

flowers around the world cohabit together 

as a sign of harmony and tolerance, a great 

example that especially we, the human 

beings should follow! 

 

Daniela Ciubotariu 

Project coordinator, Romania 
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I was happy when I found out that the same girl that I had stayed at in Bulgaria would 

come to my place.  

On the day she arrived I showed her the city together with other colleagues who were part 

of the project. On that day we visited the centre of the city and we relaxed in a café where 

we talked about what we had done since we last met. 

On the second day we went to school where we participated in various tolerance activities 

like The Tolerance Melting Pot where we made pancakes. Foreign students and their 

teachers visited our school. The afternoon was free and we decided to visit another part of 

the city and we decided to go to the Botanic Garden. There we spent a great time with all 

the persons who were part of the project. 

On the third day we had a study visit to Bucovina. We visited Voronet and Agapia 

Monasteries, Ciocanesti Village and the Castle of Dracula. It was a long journey but we 

enjoyed it. 

On the next days we went to school again and we participated in various activities like 

badminton, tennis, basketball, the boys also played football and we let some balloons soar 

in the sky. The balloons bore messages about tolerance. We went to Petre Andrei 

Univerisity where we watched an artistic program in which students from my school sang 

and danced. The rest of the day was also free and we chose to go shopping. 

I enjoyed the Comenius meeting in Iasi because I attended many interesting activities and 

I spent a great time with the foreign students involved in the project. We worked hard for 

this project but the results were very good. 

Ioana Crăcană 

Recollections of an Unforgettable Meeting  
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The last meeting of the project took place in Romania, starting on 28th of May 2013. 

During a week, we took part in various activities related to tolerance and in our spare time 

we visited the city and we made friendships. During the first days of their visit we visited 

the school and we played different games related to tolerance. We played toleroscrabble 

and tolerogame and we also made some posters and cooked some food. In one of the days 

we went on a study visit to Bucovina, where they learned a few things about us and our 

traditions. We visited orthodox monasteries and a village museum (Ciocăneşti) where they 

could see typical Romanian houses from the past. In the last days we played different 

sports like badminton and football, and they enjoyed it a lot. During their visit, they 

enjoyed every single moment and they left Romania thinking of coming back another day. 

 

Elena Andreea Hardon 

 

The last meeting of the project made me realize what friendship means. The first day we 

met our guests. When we were waiting for them at the airport I was a little nervous 

because it had been one year since our last meeting. When I saw my guest inside the 

airport I just couldn’t help myself and went inside to greet her. That moment was very 

emotional because we hugged and kissed and talked about what we were going to do the 

next days.  

On the next day we went to school and we played some games about tolerance like 

Tolerogame, a pretty hard game where we had to answer some questions in all the project 

languages about Tolerance and The European Union. After school we made a group with all 

the guests and we went to visit the city.  

On Thursday we visited Bucovina. I had never been in that area before and that is why I 

enjoyed it a lot. On the way to our destination I talked with most of the students about 

themselves. I think that moment was one of the most important moments because it was 

that very moment when we started to become real friends. In Bucovina we visited the 

Voronet and Agapia Monasteries and Dracula’s Castle in Bistrita. On our way back we had 

to answer some questions about what we had learnt during that study trip. 

On Friday we had the sports day. There we played football and other sports games. After 

that we had the last meeting at Petre Andrei University. There we watched an artistic 

programme followed by some presentations about the Comenius Project and Tolerance. It 

was a sad moment because I thought at the time when our friends would leave us. 

Saturday was the day for visiting museums and other impressive parts of Iasi (The Botanic 

Garden, Copou Park). 

All those days we had a great time and all of us felt good. They said that they enjoyed 

Romania and some of them said that they will come to Iasi again because they had a lot of 

fun. When they left I was sad and I thought that I would never see them again. That day I 

couldn’t be happy. But now I am fine because we have talked with them and decided to 

make a reunion in two or three years when all of us are of age.  

I think that this project was the most wonderful experience of my life because I did a lot of 

new things like travelling to another country and meeting different people from different 

countries.  

Alex Grosu 
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On the 28th of May 2013 my guest from Latvia arrived at Iasi International Airport. I 

went with my father and another friend from the project to take our guests from the 

airport (he was waiting for his Polish guest). After lending the first people to get out of 

the plane were the Polish and everybody went to greet them and cheered for their 

guests’ arrival. 

While I was greeting the others somebody put his hand on my shoulder and I turned 

just to see Andrejs, the boy from Latvia that was going to stay at my home for the 

next 6 days. He seemed like a very kind person, a bit shy at first but after some talk-

ing he started to open up more. We took our guests into my car and left the airport, 

taking a longer route back home so that we could take a short tour of the city. Andrejs 

was very impressed by the tall buildings, the similar architecture and the huge shop-

ping malls. 

After arriving home I showed Andrejs his new room and talked to him for a bit while he 

was unpacking. He said he wanted to see all the parks and popular places from the 

city, so after he had taken a shower we went to Palas so he could see the mall and the 

garden. He was very impressed by how big the place was and he liked it very much. 

The next day we went to my school and participated in workshops like Tolerogame and 

the Poster making. After school I asked him about the school and he said “it was very 

nice and very equipped”, he was impressed. Afterwards, we went to Copou Park and 

we also took his friend Anastasia so they could see how green and calm our city was. 

After walking through both parks we visited the Botanic Garden as well. They were 

very impressed by how much vegetation we have in our city. 

On the next day we went on a study visit to Bucovina where we visited the Voroneţ 

and Agapia Monasteries, Ciocaneşti Village and the Castle of Dracula so they could dis-

cover more about our traditions and values. Andrejs had a lot of fun but he was very 

tired after the trip. 

On Saturday we had the sports day and everybody played football, basketball, badmin-

ton and table tennis. In the afternoon we took Andrejs to the outskirts of the city so he 

could take great Iasi from up there, then we went shopping for souvenirs and eventu-

ally I helped Andrejs pack his suitcase. 

On Sunday we left for the airport, took some last pictures and said good bye. We 

promised to talk on the internet more and meet again in a few years. 

Every day I used to ask Andrejs what he enjoyed most about the day and he said he 

liked everything, he said once that he loved Romania as well and wanted to come 

again. This reunion was a very nice experience and it helped me learn a lot about other 

countries and I can’t to wait to visit Latvia and meet Andrejs again. 

 

Tiberiu Andrei Păstrăv  
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The meeting in Romania made me think more about tolerance and friendship. The first 

day we went to meet our guests at the airport. I was a little excited because I hadn’t 

seen my Polish friend for almost a year. When I saw him we shook hands and after that 

we went home. In the evening I presented him my neighbourhood and later we met other 

people taking part in the project. 

On Wednesday we took part in the physics lesson, he was pretty excited because all my 

classmates were looking at him curiously, they asked me where he was from and how old 

he was. After the physics class we participated in the workshops and played a game 

about tolerance called Toleroscrabble where we had to make words about the tolerance. 

When we finished the game we had lunch and in the evening we went to play pool.  

On the next day we had a mini excursion to Bucovina; we visited Voroneţ and Agapia 

Monasteries and Dracula’s Castle in Bistriţa where we were scared by a so called vampire 

that looked pretty scary but not for long because we know that there aren’t any vampires 

in this world. 

Friday was a sport day because we played basketball and after that we had a football 

game where my team won but no one felt sad because it was only a friendly match. We 

let balloons soar in the sky from the school yard and after that we had lunch and in the 

evening we visited Palas Mall and bought some souvenirs. 

In conclusion we had a great time and my guest enjoyed this experience as well as I and 

he said that he would like to return so we made an agreement that in two or three years 

we will meet again. I was sad when he left Romania but we will see each other again, all 

of us will have another meeting. 

 Ion Zagorodniuc 
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A Week with My Hosts  

The trip to Portugal was very exciting and inter-

esting. We all had to meet the students we were 

going to stay at for one week and meet their 

family. The family I stayed at was very nice. 

They owned a small place where they were sell-

ing food, drinks; some sort of restaurant.  

  

On the first day we went to school and met the 

students there. The trip to school was very in-

teresting because we had to go by train and 

there were a lot of children and teenagers going 

to school. The school is not very big but it is 

very stylish and doesn’t look bad. They had clas-

ses from 9 until 3 p.m. and a one-hour break for 

their lunch at some canten where you could 

serve yourself. We also visited a place for people 

who were disabled. It was a non-profit organiza-

tion and it fitted perfectly to our project since it 

is a project about Tolerance. 

 

On another day the school took us on a trip to other cities like Braga and Guimarães. 

After that we visited a typically Portuguese castle, which was very beautiful. The castle 

was from the Middle Ages and many people were visiting it. 

Later on we visited the old centre of Braga and Guimarães and 

I personally liked Braga more.  

 

In the end, the time spent in Portugal was very nice. We 

gained a lot of experience in speaking English and not only. 

We made friends and we discovered how other people from 

different countries live like.  It was a chance to get to know 

ourselves better and also our friends from Romania.  

 

  Andreea Gabriela Dohotaru 

The roosterof Barcelos 



Page 19 

 

I can say that the five days I 

spent with my host Ania Potera 

gave me a chance to see how 

other people live, behave, act 

around friends and new people. 

 

My hosts were very polite, kind, 

they offered me what I needed 

all the time, never refused me 

and they were also interested 

in the culture of my country. 

My host family was made up of four members, all of them very open-minded and 

sociable. 

 

When I arrived they offered me traditional 

Polish food, which consisted of Rosół - chicken 

soup and after that pork breaded cutlet coated 

with breadcrumbs similar to Viennese schnitzel 

with home-made fries. 

 

I also visited Auschwitz, 

the concentration camp, 

attended some of the 

classes that Ania had to go 

to. From this experience I 

have learned how to adapt 

m y s e l f  i n  a  n e w 

environment among new 

people, and how to react in 

situations I have never 

been put before. 

        

     

        Raluca Ailoaiei 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pork
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Breaded_cutlet
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Breadcrumbs
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Schnitzel
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The trip to Italy was an extraordinary experience 

and an opportunity for me to meet new people and 

build new friendships. I got the chance to 

understand a bit more the Italian culture and I saw 

places that I have always dreamed to see. 

 

When I arrived in Italy I was surprised how friendly 

and warm the members of my host family were. 

They welcomed me in their house as if I were an old 

friend. The six days I spent with them were 

beautiful and fun at the same time. Every morning 

Francesca and I went to school and spent there 3 to 

4 hours. In this period of time I met some of her 

classmates as well as teachers. In the afternoon we 

took part in all project activities. 

 

Her mom and dad told me more about their country and traditions and they even 

cooked a special meal just for me. They took me to an Italian restaurant and insisted 

that I should try the pizza and the pasta, their traditional dishes. It was so tasty.  

More than this, Francesca took me to visit her village and told me more about the place 

and the fact that the small town was known for the variety of wines. I also went with 

her and some of her friends to visit Grottaminarda, the town where her highschool is 

located. 

 

On the last day, all the students and teachers involved in the Comenius project 

organized a trip to Naples where we took a tour of the Catacombs of Saint Gennaro 

and saw the Vesuvius Volcano. 

 

 During this short trip to Naples we had the chance to buy some 

souvenirs for our families back in Romania.  

 

All in all, it was a great trip and a lifetime experience for me and I 

can’t wait to see Francesca again.     

     

    Catrinel Constantinescu 
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Those six days spent in Trofa, Portugal, were some of the most beautiful days of my 

life. My host, Catarina Cardoso, was a nice and good person during my stay because 

she offered me all I needed and more than that. 

 

Her house was very big and beautiful, decorated 

with good taste, as all the family proved to be. The 

food was awesome, not very different from ours, but 

with some interesting accents: desserts like cheese 

with marmalade, a traditional cake Nata, pork 

bifanas and, my favorite, francesinha, were the best 

dishes I have tasted there – and the best drink was 

Porto Wine, a very special and hard alcoholic drink. 

We visited places like museums, castles, parks, and 

two big cities: Braga and Porto. 

 

The atmosphere there was that from a dream, 

because there I could hardly feel homesick, of my 

family, my boyfriend, and that gave me strength 

and curiosity to discover, when I had the occasion, 

as many 

things as I 

could. This opportunity had shown me that being 

away from home can be fun but also terrifying, 

and helped me to meet some special and 

precious persons, who I will never forget. I wish 

I could manage someday to come back there, to 

see again all those good people and all those 

mysterious places.  

 

    Oprea Ioana Miruna 

francesinha 



Page 22 EuroActive  •  no  2  •  July 2013  

 

Those five days with my host were excellent and a unique experience, too. Krystian Kamil 

Warchol (my host) and his family were very hospitable and friendly; they did everything 

they could for me to have the best conditions. Krystian showed me Cracow (the most 

beautiful city I have ever seen), with him I visited many museums (Underground Museum 

of Krakow; Polish Aviation Museum), churches and many other interesting places in 

Cracow. For three days I went to school with my host. On the first was the official 

opening; after that I attended classes (which were very interesting and a bit different 

compared to our classes) and last but not least, I socialized with mates from other 

countries (discussed problems that we face, we played games). With all project members 

and with a guide we visited Wawel Castel and Wieliczka Salt Mine. After all those five days 

I made many friends both Polish and other nationalities. Now they have changed their 

view about the Romanians. I would have 

liked to stay more than five days, because 

I’ve made many new friends, but we keep 

in touch on the internet. All in all, it has 

been an experience I would like to repeat 

again!      

  Teofil Blaga 

 

 

 

The trip to Poland was a very nice 

experience for me because I have learnt 

how to be more tolerant and more careful 

to small details that are very important. It was only five days but it was enough to learn 

that it is really important to be tolerant. On the first day, my host presented me the city, 

we went to the historical area where I saw the cathedral, the palace and the park. On the 

second day we went to Aqua Park and then we had some fun, we swam, played different 

games and told jokes. On the third day we took a night walk to the city, we went 

shopping and then had dinner in an elegant and famous restaurant in downtown. I also 

took part in all school activities organized by the Polish project team, attended some 

classes and went on the trip to Auschwitz. 

  

         Ion Zagorodniuc 
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On the first day we arrived, I got off the train and saw my host. I was thinking about 

what we should do the next days, I even had a plan in my mind. My first opinion 

about my host was that she was very friendly and very tolerant. After we introduced 

ourselves to each other face to face 

(we talked before that day on the 

internet) she took me to her home and 

she showed me the room where I 

stayed during those days. 

 

On the first day we attended a meeting 

with all the people who were in project. 

There I saw presentations of schools 

that are part of the project and we 

were served with their specific food. 

After the meeting we attended some 

classes. 

 

On the second, the third and the fourth 

day we did almost the same tolerance-related activities only that it felt completely 

different. After school we went with our teachers and hosts to a salt mine. Because I 

had never been in a salt mine before it impressed me a lot. 

 

On the last day we went to Auschwitz. Before this project I did not think tolerance was 

so important. After that trip my mind changed a lot. I realized that people should not 

suffer because of others, on the 

contrary, they must be accepted as 

they are. 

 

Honestly I would like to see my 

host again. When I see her online I 

always chat with her. I hope this 

friendship will last long. 

 

    

 Alexandru Grosu 
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The trip in Italy was fun and 

interesting.  The students I went 

along with are Catrinel, Ştefan and 

Răzvan.  My partner was Marianna 

and I had a really good time with 

her and her family. 

 

We had some really fun activities 

including: tolerance-related 

activities at her school, going for a 

walk or to the mall, spending time 

with her family and going on a 

trip.  On one of the first days we 

went to meet Catrinel and her 

partner Francesca to go to the 

mall, buy some things and then head home. 

 

One evening we went together to another city and she introduced me her band.  They 

are really funny people and I enjoyed spending time with them.  At school we had a 

lot of activities but the one I remember best was the one when the teacher gave us 

tree pieces of paper and on each one was written a type of person.  We had to choose 

between those three people the one who we would choose to save in a critic situation 

and why.  I found it a really nice 

activity in which you had to think really 

deeply and make the right decision. 

 

Another day we visited a really big 

wine cellar.  There came with us the 

other students from different counties. 

 

I enjoyed the trip as well but it was a 

little too tiring for me.  I think that one 

of my favorite parts of that trip was 

when we visited the Catacombs.  I 

found that to be a unique experience 

(at least for me) and a welcomed source of information.   

The reunion in Italy represented a first-time experience for me (it was the first time I 

had visited another country) and an opportunity to meet new people and learn to 

tolerate everyone.  I’ve made a lot of friends there with whom I still keep in touch. 

 

      Iulia Maria Andriucă 
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What can I say about it? In one word: awesome! It was very nice to live such an 

experience because it helped me to learn more about the Italian culture, about their 

traditions, their daily life and, of course, I had the occasion to improve my English 

skills. 

Fabio Rossato, the guy who I stayed at for one week, was a very nice and sociable 

person.  When I met his family, I had the big surprise to find out that his mother could 

speak English very well! This helped me to better integrate among the members of the 

family, who were very excited with my presence.  He has two elder brothers and one 

elder sister, all sociable and funny. 

They made my trip more comfortable 

as they tried to make everything to 

be perfect for me! After several days 

I was feeling as if I had been a 

member of their family. As I know 

very well the Italian cuisine, their 

traditional dishes like Pasta and Pizza 

were exactly what I needed for a 

perfect week, so food was not a 

problem during my trip.  

He introduced me to his friends who 

were also very nice with me and 

even though the students who were not involved in project did not know English very 

well, I could understand them if they spoke Italian. And this is how I started to learn 

not only something about their culture, but the language itself. I played ping-pong with 

them, bowling and at school students played volleyball together! He also offered me a 

tour of Grottaminarda and of the surrounding villages such as Mirabella Eclano (the 

village where Fabio lives), the city of Avellino and of 

Salerno. Not to mention that, besides this, I visited 

Naples as part of the documentary trip organized by 

the school. I had the luck to spend a lot of time not 

only with Fabio and his friends, but also with the other 

students from the project, such as students from 

Poland, Bulgaria, Portugal and Latvia. It was very nice 

to meet other people and to communicate with them, 

to share opinions, and to create new friendships!  As the time was passing, our 

friendship became stronger and we were very happy. 

Once again, this Comenius project has proved to be a perfect way in which tolerance 

can become stronger and I have very nice memories about this place that I will never 

forget. With new friends and new knowledge I can say that this project is a great 

success! I hope I will return there someday… 

 

        Ştefan Popa 
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Europe Day 

It has been celebrated in our school for several years now by both students and 

teachers. Usually the Foreign Language Department together with some students 

prepare all sorts of activities that illustrate this special day. This year, the 9th of May 

was marked out by a parade of traditional costumes from all over Europe. Once more 

our students proved very creative and came dressed in beautiful and suggestive 

apparel belonging to almost all European countries: Romanian, Greek, German, 

French, English, Italian, Spanish, Danish, etc. The parade ended with awarding the 

most beautiful costume, prize won by Catalina Stambol who was wearing a  Roma  

traditional one. 

Europe Day held on 9 May 

every year celebrates 

peace and unity in Europe. 

The date marks the 

anniversary of the historical 

Schuman declaration. 
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According to the Council of 

Europe, some 10 - 12 million 
Roma people are estimated to 
live in Europe, present in each 

country. They are amongst 
the most deprived of all 

communities, facing daily 
discrimination and racial 
insults, living in extreme 

poverty and exclusion from 
the normal life that other 

people take for granted – 
going to school, seeing the 
doctor, applying for a job or 

having decent housing. Past 
efforts to help them have not 

brought the hoped-for results, 
and although laws do exist in 
Europe, they all too often fail 

to make an impact on the 

daily lives of Roma families. 
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In March we had the opportunity 

to take part in the Made for 

Europe Contest with a project 

final outcome. We chose to 

participate with the first issue of 

our project Magazine – 

EuroActive because the other 

outcomes hadn’t been ready yet 

as the project was still in 

progress. 

Our product was presented by 

Ana Elena Ramaşcanu, student 

from the Comenius project team 

and at the end it received the 

Second Prize.     

Made for Europe Contest  
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Don't Laugh At Me, Mark Wills 

I'm a little boy with glasses 
The one they call the geek 

A little girl who never smiles 
'Cause I've got braces on my teeth 

And I know how it feels 

To cry myself to sleep. 
 

I'm that kid on every playground 
Who's always chosen last 
A single teenage mother 

Tryin' to overcome my past 
You don't have to be my friend 

Is it too much to ask? 
 

Don't laugh at me, don't call me names 

Don't get your pleasure from my pain 
In God's eyes we're all the same 

Someday we'll all have perfect wings 
Don't laugh at me. 

 
I'm the cripple on the corner 
You pass me on the street 

I wouldn't be out here beggin' 
If I had enough to eat 

And don't think that I don't notice 
That our eyes never meet. 

 

I lost my wife and little boy 
Someone crossed that yellow line 

The day we laid 'em in the ground 
Is the day I lost my mind 

Right now I'm down to holdin' 

This little cardboard sign. 
 

 
I'm fat, I'm thin, I'm short, I'm tall 

I'm deaf, I'm blind, hey aren't we all? 
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